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CHAPTER XXX-—Continued.

‘tl;nt by one great act of magnanimity he
might make atonement for his life, which
made him strike a match.

The great wvaulted room was dimly “Cheat!"” cried Fablam Dare
lighte - . wacke . 8 at e 3 . b p
«:ti“'\dxwlh}r ‘(“‘f’ ‘;-'lf‘k Y; ,L:-m,‘,,!,x;‘\.».xll\r}.‘y;' But as he sald it, he saw that it was
id, and In that light they could ¢ {the red tablet which he held in his fin-

Tarsenheim’s face, greenish white,
his long, black, pointed beard, which was
horribly slavered by his lolling
tongue; but even yet the t'?znst of the
n‘f"‘kr'g smile hung about it.

against | gers, and

it to

before his shaking hand could
his mouth Vandraken had
snatched it from him and put it In his
own mouth. Then the match went out!
The unexpected act of self-sacrifice bred

get

over

|

Sodieud - SE DB a feeling of revulsion In Fablan Dare,
'he two young men looked at one an- | 00 mind also swung back to a calmer
other, mutely asking which would venture polse
up to the horrible relic of humanity which ‘Don’t swallow it!” he cried. *“For
had defled the gods God's sake! don't swallow it! We will get
“He is dead whispered Fablan Dare, through our lives as best we can! I think
“Yez,” answered Vandraken “Thank | Wwe have both been mad!” .
N “I have swallowed it!"” answere 'an-
the Lord! He is dead .‘ [ have swallowed it!” answered Van
“That' el R s | draken, faintly, through the darkness, "It
at's well enough Zor you—but now | . "l only square thing to do. If 1
ha eannot free me from your cursed per- yuld live my life over again, I would live
sonality. I must go on to the end of my | {t differently—too much money—not alto-
days bearing the burden of your beastly ! gether my fault.”

life, No!

Yes,

Fablan Dare struck a match hipself as
heard the fall of Vandraken's body

by God!
that

end

of
ot |

to t!

or
! it—the

days!

vour is end
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ful philesophy anodyne for her most rest-
less moods, in his poetical fervor a sllm-
ulant for her duller moments.

But how the strange boy she had known
at Oxford had matured so swiftly into
an interesting personality remained one
of the mysteries which sent that puzzled
look into her wondering eyes.

And Vandraken—poor Vandraken'!—who
was only the victim of distorted economic
forces, the by-product of laws made In
the days when men could not, by any
possible chance, have anticipated such
conditions of life as exist to-day, did not
live in vain,

He had made his material wealth the
common denominator of his life, and
tried to square his world, ag he found it,
with tha: figure. Who shall biame him?
With his material environment and up-
bringing, he could hardly have done
otherwise. His life may have been a
hand held up in warning to the genera-
tlons which followed behind. He himself
seems to have realized this possibility,
for the day which followed the bursting
of the storm of consequence, and pre-
ceded his death, had been spent in draw-
ing up a will

He left the bulk of
tees, among whom
and Dashmore, who were
as

his wealth i@ trus-
were Lord Ancester
to employ it
the nucleug of a fund for obtalning
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should make It impossible in the future -
3 ¥ rien . « lifetime i : y ’ " - g -1 { ;
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Through his contaet with von Tarsen- ! 1 r ; -
heim, who knew human nature as only | N : | b - dln . " - s s E ‘¢ :
the Saturn type can know i, and saw| lLondon sports a censor of plays, 't show too much r’\r!d-‘ in your| It should oceur at an interval of from ﬂnln ﬂ_mnrruwn
it in perspective, and, like that strange | Paris bids fair to require a censor of ho advised husband of a woman | two to six weeks.
being, having, for a time, no consclence, | fashions, with lovely woman at thé races | Who had just settied {nto a more preten-| Before it is given all tangles should be
ais brain looked at an unideallzed human- ‘irv viving Directoire styles to such an ex- | tious residence than she had been accus- | removed ’
ity In the cold, clear light of materialifm. | 1ont that it was necessary to appeal te|tomed to, “for the Smiths liye very slmp- | The ‘“ ater I nd a thick
He rm'ﬂgn'!zw] (I:vlf‘u’t.ll v ;uf overlook- { ., o police. {ly. They have ambitions, but have not | 8ther s made o i
ing the obvious truth, that the enormous p . o . - vet 1 1 the L S ¥ . | This is applied T 1 wit a stiff
e yade ar > 1vs In order t et s { ney with 1 to grat- |
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The golution, as he saw it, was 4 corre- | ations fOor him. Rather will he see a R ' : " S
3 increase In the promises of re- | dame with a too, too clinging skirt, and . good arn ance
liglon, or else a material bribe fund { charge after her, erying “Hait!" He will :
| the hands of those who were on the s run the measure round the offending
jsof law, which could outbid the predatory | drapery, and dramatically exclaim: “Hal 1 b AT BE"N'NG HACECOURSE
class which had spru uj This N As I thought! Thirteen incl re- Yy 1 r be
his will offered to provide | quirements. You are arrests ; J“NE 16 ‘7 18
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terrible life, and tha 8 worth re- with ""l"r"ll"”‘"‘r"" "r" not ‘worn ol G s
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g.,x,‘;”w ;»w: arity. For wear 1 al fickls » be hapy d ntented any- -
ed coat "‘"”"'(w",".‘""( s e b | ¢ 1 the w ares little about p—— . ) "
walst 8 pra able et fashiona . their fe . pear ¢
1 their f 2
wlistes frown on them as they will, o = simg T
there is no 1 he rhite we ; ) o ple 0 8 » er own floor and -,
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. 3 'n he heard footsteps coming down the
your days He drew nearer Vandraken. | - d footstep ng et
“What a s Wi » | passage, and Lord .Anceéster rushed into
_ - ) ¥ou mean 30 -Are | the ro He had got Vandraken's note,
Keep away from me! It is bad enough t0|,4nq hurried over to try to saye von Tar-
be in the same room with a facepllke | senhelm from the gypsles
yours, but don’'t touch me! I shall kilJ| He saw, by the flickering light of the
vou if you touch me!" lr‘“:m'h, Fablan Dare standing over the
o d ~ . . >
The nerves of the two men were in “,:u.l‘n man. Then he lit 4 candle, whigch
& e . e | Be carried In his hand, and came forward.
f state They iad  temporarily | “y n 3y ot x
A : F ! Ie is dead—he took polson!” whispered
rossed the borderland of sanity. | Dare
e - 1 . |
AT like mine Fablan laughed | Ancester shuddered as he covered |
maliclously as he crept nearer fa ‘ he face with a handkerchief
like mine! Why, you fool, it's your own| “It was a noble action! He repented,”
face—the reflection of your awn defa .ed | ended Fablan Dare, as he hastlly recount-
| of " Iraken’ oo “You 1 -
soul! I am the man you bought with your |4 Vandraken's sacrif Yes, he re
= " e | pented at the last, If there iz a personal
money to transfer your infernal life to!"" |7, -
L g s | &rod, his sins are forgiven him
He h: me close up to Vandraken| " .ye o seid Yord Ancester. and the
now, who had half fallen back against a|two men looked at each other question-
table, and was clutching it for support, i;: gly
and thrust his face into his, “Look at 11 THE END.
he whispered. “Look at it close! It's| * -
ours ) EPILOGUE.
And so 1t came to pass that Vandraken
while still al met his own soul face t ‘ The storm was Ove Another battle
: yme } Py e
e Gay na Lo meel} o, the everla flict between flesh
88 he had dragged it ) &
| and spi .'.L h fought out Then an
moaned Vandr vt | Angel of peace swept over the battlefield,
last Ve are mad! It can't [ 'x:“f'l;: hands of healing on the lving
How can It be mine? T wasn't s | vietims of fight nd burying the
all that, and 1 have given up t} fe-I | 1; y deep that no noxi fumes of
have repented Only take that face|, n could arl to haunt the sur-
away!"
Fablan Jar Aga “Why, man
. ~ : 14 hose
is vour facs 11 ate ity! How ean 0k (.'vm
take It away’ anet, Sat- |
*“You le!' gnarled Vandraken & armory |
destroy the hid 1s thing And | ands have
a frenzied snateh at the t 1t f ] * ‘ot ETOW to wield
Dare vill stamp it « f exis af He chambers
Y can't stamp your ul out exX- | s : ‘ . 1
. the doors of w b o us all
Ste ¢ w spered the other, It ran N
led volce, as he fought to reach Van-|™ . FOWE. JUORE Shougs
aken's {!} V4 to hear t ght, our ears capable of
'} two 1 tched, and | [ ¢ harmonles without being
ter a br ea ot deafened forever; and so another of Lot'a
. 1" 1
! a pillar of sa
» was only an el
er he really had in-
utilizing planetary
ing the harmonies
4 revolution
the gypsy
ytist
1t he
, will |
§ a4 curious
ain to recon-
esults from
b J " . - Tarsenheim did died
rt y wi g bought 1, 1 wit as f s this earth con
1 1 from w ) xd told ?
1 AT 1 8 w 1 L ! Lad Kitty recovered from the
d t T " f brain f r brought on by her
v eit f thelr dement- in
ed stat t ‘ 1 had
' oy * 1 1
affoct £ the . ' g
wers S8ing aw 1
pnot
And thev st cing Anot |
i
Vandiaken Wwas t to speak |
Ve 1 t "t 1 id ‘and
t, if elthe ! t
But suj t i e sald
¥ sup; ’ 1 be ¢ echoed
ther 5 ¢ 2 tont
“W1 1t 1 rget
that-—w! Id t
Yonu L ight y | it! T don’t

3 ght of story Tarsenhelin’s
ratory, he wou seen that his
g v rhnavy his 1 | 14
perhaps his : o 1 i
: I ip his life to r ing nar
n or no superstition, ‘1 dare not:who had injured him, Instead of )M(.mg
you, and you shall not kill me! We |to the pressure of hate and fear which
{ll toss up who commits sulcide!” | had unbalanced his

. : brain for the moment.
Fabian’'s eyes wandered to the little red he was only a human being—not ever

{ little

tablets scattered on the floor. He stooped | opular actor, with a reputation .’v'l‘
and picked one up and threw it on the ta- h-souled denouements to sustaln S')}
ble which stood between and V had been forced to go forward in the |
draken he ; the * | dark, along with his groping fellow-men. |
tabl was ¢ e table. He took | e came to belleve, and the books :mf‘.':
one out. It was exactly=the same shape | poems which brought him fame W |
and size as the red 6né. An idea had BUg- | wealth, magnetized as they were by his|
gested itself to him which appealed to his | strange experiences, echoed with the bt;-“
Szrsw} \ation o {llef that the ultimate power which has |
“We wi t a duel,” he sald to Van- | qecreed we shall walk In the dark will
ken, “such a duel as has never been|not blame us (-r stumbling; and that
ght before, Lat the devil choose his|though we ¢ ke the automatic
! L 1:‘(--:1‘1'-1 we when we meet ﬂf
se | face to fac Il haye our oppor- |
a lamp—at the same | tunity to efface the stains, or, falling, be |
noment, rgtand? Then we come | granted merciful effacement. ‘
back to t!.“w tab l', f the dark. Wo each | Perhaps he came to belleve this more
pick up a tablef, we each swallow the|and more as the marks with which an-
tablet wé pick™up—our words of honor on | gther ma sin had marked him wore
that. -Do you accept the terms?’ ! ¥, leaving him only a little grayver,
It's a good idea,” assented Vandraken. g the lnes of concentration more |
glve you my word of honor, and accept js(rwngl}' marked than his years fustified, |
%" |and yet endowing him with a f.-:.inin.m«:p
“You have my w.vM Vandraken of mystery that caused strangers to give |
“Yery well, then. There 1s nothing to | him attentlon as he passed, which his
wailt for,” good looks alone could not have at-
The lamps hung on the rough-hewq |tracted. |
walls, at either end of tha room. The two His imagination, stimulated by his con- |
ung men approached them through the | tact with the great forces \;hfr!. *\nr:
shadows cast by the vaulted ceiling, and ! Tarsenhelm played with, had glven him .'\:
watchedp ench other ag they stood vith | glimpse of a Deity free from the littl
hands ralsed, ready to turn them out.' human personal prejudices with which |
“Are you ready?’ called Vandraken. men and their churches have !Aarn:u‘lul:
“Yes!” came the-answer, what they worship
“Then out with them!” His writings rang with the question, |
The duellsts could hear each other|“Had God made man In His own image, |
breathing as they felt their way through | or had man made God In his image, cre- |
the darkness toward the table, both shar- | ating himself too large, his God (unl
ing the sa rror of touching the awful | small?”’
thing in the machine as they groped He saw that men had taken as their
about the room. written religion the code which was once
“I am at the table,” announced Fablan, | the religlon and®the law, combined, of a |
at last. pastoral people, and then, divoreing law]
“Have you swallowed your tablet?|from religion in fact, yet in theory ap-

asked Vandraken, hoarsely.
No. We will do at the same time.
Can't you find the table?”

“Yeg,"” answered Vandraken,
stretched hand touched it
gers of the two men met as they fumbled
and groped on the table. The litttle tab.
lets rattled faintly as they picked them
up and dropped them again.

plled the old combination to the churcheg
of an industrial world.

He saw that as the area of the physical
was enlarged by man's material inven-
tions, a larger conception, a wider vision

as his out-
Then the

fin-

mankind, since it had reached a point
wh- re it must either leap forward or fall
backward

“Welll” panted Fabian. *““Why don't| He had heen through experiences o un-
you swallow what you have In your hand, { usual, a fight so terrific, that he had har-
and make an end of it? Are you a cow- | vested in two years the philosophy which

ard? I think I have the white one under

most men only acquire at the end of

my fingers. It feels white—it looks white | life, and a sense of proportion which
through the darkness. I wonder if you|few men ever acquire at all—that sense
know what you have done to me with|of preportion which discriminates be-
your meney? No! nol-you don't—you |tween pin pricke and sword thruut; nnﬂ
bhave no consclencel!' refuses to take erio

trivial things seriously,
wasting neither laughter nor tears, so
that they may both be ready in the hour
of need.

And when he came Into the baronetey,
and, better still, a fame worthy to be laid
at her feet, Lady Kitty found in his rest-

3ut the death of von Tarsenhelm having
released Vandraken's soul, his conscience
was able to prompt him once more, and
his mind was recovering !ts balance. Per.
haps it was the thought of how deeply he
had wronged the other man, or the bellef

i

of the ultimate power, was a necessity to |
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It should have a porcelain-lined sink.
It i clean and inexpensive and water
bugs cannot get in.
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Once a woman's charm for a man is brok
which will restore It.

en there Is no glue patented
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the peace plenipotentiaries of Japan and Rus-
sin.
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decided in favor of a lock-type Panama

canal,




